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study on Minobe Tatsukichi's "Lectures on the constitution"
— in Comparison to Ali‘Abd-ul-Raziq " Islam and Foundations of
Governance'

Hassan Kamal HARB

Abstract :

Previous studies on Minobe Tatsukitchi (1873-1948)'s interpretation of the
emperor's position in Meiji Constitution focused on "the Emperor Organ theory
incident", and his view of "the state authority theory". In addition, most of these
studies mainly relied on Minobe's writings published along after the Taisho era, and
dealt particularly with the above mentioned theories as a confrontation between the
democratization and fascism.

In this paper, while introducing the contents of Minobe’s book "Lectures on the
constitution”, I explore the ideas of enlightenment in Minobe’s thought. On the other
hand, from an Egyptian perspective, I compare between Egyptian modern scholar,
Ali‘Abd-ul-Raziq (1888-1966)'s book “Islam, and Foundations of Governance' and
Minobe’s above-mentioned book. There are a lot of similarities between Minobe
and‘Abd-ul-Raziq. They were scholars of law and parliamentary. Both of them went
to Europe and received a Western education. After return, they similarly started to
discuss the position of monarchs’ sovereignty and its legitimacy. However, the most
point of similarity between them is their attitude towards their traditions, re-
evaluating the customs while using Western standards. Moreover, both of them
similarly discuss in their books, the issue of limiting or abolishing the absolute
powers of the monarch, approving Western governance. While Minobe tries to limit
the emperor's sovereignty under the Meiji Constitution, ‘Abd-ul-Raziq seeks to
abolish the tyranny of the Islamic ruler. On the other hand, both were severely
criticized, their books were banned, and they have been prosecuted (offense to
monarch or tradition).

This paper consists of three chapters. In the first and second chapters, I
introduce the contents of Minobe’s and ‘Abd-ul-Raziq’s books, explaining their ideas
about the absolute monarch, examining how they enlighten their own people. In the
third chapter, I clarify the differences and similarities between Minobe and ‘Abd-ul-
Raziq, tracing why and how they differ.

Keywords

Modern Japan, Enlightenment, West, Emperor, Caliphate, "Lectures on the
constitution”,” Islam and Foundations of Governance”, Tradition, absolute monarch,
restriction/Abolition
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